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N O T E . — T h e interpretation of the 
1 of this volume. 

symbols used in the tables throughout the Year Book will be found facing 

PART I.—PUBLIC HEALTH 

Section 1.—Review of Health in Canada 
During the past ten years there has been an unprecedented growth in Canada's 

population and in the health and welfare services and resources that protect it. The 
number of people in Canada has increased by 4,000,000 during this period, of whom less 
than 1,000,000 were immigrants. The expansion of both health and welfare services 
has been equally outstanding. Better medical and hospital care, expansion of environ­
mental preventive services, better housing, more and better food, greater security for the 
older person, for the disabled and for vulnerable groups such as deserted mothers, have 
all contributed to better health. 

The crude death rate and maternal, infant and neonatal rates have decreased more 
in this period than in any other in history. Death rates for some younger groups have 
dropped by more than two-thirds during the past quarter-century. While, in the older 

• Except where otherwise indicated, th is Chap te r was prepared b y t h e Research and Stat is t ics Division of 
t he D e p a r t m e n t of Nat ional H e a l t h and Welfare. 
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